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LETTEES EROM THE MARQUIS DE LAEAYETTE 
TO HON. HENRY LAURENS, 1777-1780. 

Addressed : To 

the honorable Mr lauretit 
Member of Congress 
At 

Lancaster 



dear sir 

Trouble some it will be to jou for ever to have been 
so kind with me, Iiecause it seems me Now that I became 
ill right by my tirst obligations, of disturbing you for my 
businesses. Therefore I take the liberty of reposing myself 
upon youi' Iriendship about one very great interest ot my 
heart- I know that a large packet is arrived for my from 
france — it was told to some days ago to an officer in Phila- 
delphia, who finding an occasion for bristol proposed to send 
those letters to me; but it was answered at the post office 
that they were already sent — I heard too that a packet was 
arrived for Congress in which some thing perhaps is in- 
cluded for me — I fancy that my dispatch must be in Mr 
Moriss's hands, and I adress myself to you because I do not 
know iu what place he lives 
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Major gimat [?] who comes to day from Camp told to me 
that Mr John Laurent was in very good health, you know 
already the niews from the army better than I do, and that 
the enemy crossed the sculchill 

the bearer of my Letter is a gentelaman who came with me 
upon my allowance that he would be employed, he is of a 
very good birth, and a sensible young man he wants only a 
commission of Lieutenant, and general connoway is de- 
sirous of having him in his brigade, as Congress did not 
comprehend him in sending back the others I hope that he 
will be received in our service, will you be so good to 
speak about it when you'l find some occasion 
My leg is about in the same state and without your kind- 
ness would be in a very bad one: for my heart is full of 
all the sentiment of gratitude and affection which I have the 
honor to be with 

Dear Sir 

Your most obedient servant 

the Mquis de Lafayette 
bethlehem 25 September 1777 

Endorsed: Marquis de la Fayette^ 

25'" Sepr. 1777. 
Memorandum: Le chv. De La Colombe 
Jean puer ange 
De La Colombe 

[2.] 

Addressed,: to 

the honorable Mr Laurent 
Member of Congress 
at 
Lancaster 



Dear Sir 

the liearer of mv letter is Mr. dorset french officer who 



1 This endorsement is in the handwriting of Moses Young, some- 
time secretary to Hon. Henry Laurens. He adopted the usual error 
of dividing Lafayette's name into two words. Lafayette's own signa- 
ture shows the name as one word. 
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(thro' I did not know him in france) desired me to add some 
words to his request, and to give him a letter for a member 
of Congress. I beg your pardon for choosing you amongst 
the others, but I see that my iirst obligations will be fol- 
lowed by great many others, what engaged me to grant to 
this genteleman the tavor of being addressed to you, is the 
zeal which he came over with -in order to be employed in 
our service but that seems to me very difficult, thougVi it 
could be advantageous to get officers who have made the 
War. I would have wrot rather to Mr Lovell if I did know 
where he lives now 

I congratulate you. Sir, and myself with you for the good 
niews which we beared about About the colonel's of the 
queen's Light dragoons rgt army, his royal master will not 
be very much satistied with the conduct of that noble instru- 
ment of his justice, and I hope that we schall make too a 
proclamation one day or another before the walls of quebec. 

I am sir with the warmest affection 

Your most obedient servant 
the mquis de Lafayette 

the 27 September 1777 

I hope that you will be so good as to remember the Ms de 
Valfort's busineses: I expect yet the young genteleman whom 
I desire some employment for, and I wishoud that he could 
arrive with my letters from france and the declaration of war 
betwen france an england 
Endorsed: The Marquis de la Fayette 
27'" Sept^ 1777. 

[3.] 

dear Sir 

At Length I go to camp, and I see the end of my so tedious 
confinement. My wound (thro' the skin is not yet quite 
over) seems to me in so fine a way of recovery that I judge 
myself able to play my part in our first engagement, receive, 
Sir, as a good american, my very sincere compliments about 
the heroic bravery, and most finest action in germain town 
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which illustrated one of your countrymen, who by the same 
time is so happy as to be a son of yours 
the bearer of my Letter is a french officer of reputation and 
merit who came here on board of an american privateer, and 
could not since three months get from Congress a yes or not 
about the proposition of being in our army at his own ex- 
pense, he is going back to home. I beg your pardon for 
giving 3'ou such accounts, but I think that it is better to let 
you know (between us) those little things. 
I heard with pleasure the promotions of Congress, and I 
hope that they will be confirmed; cannway deserves such 
a distinction for his fighting so well this Campaign, his com- 
ing here without particular arrangements, and his leaving a 
corps where he was actively employed and considered in as 
a manof great talents if we do'nt give in our army particular 
rewards to merit and good behaviour as in all well disciplined 
ones, all is lost. T speak not only for the first raneks l)ut for 
those of soldiership as non commissioned officers &c. in 
going up to the first commissions 

do'nt forget Sir to mention to Congress that an immense 
quantity of clothes, are arrived from france I do'nt know 
where since last winter, and that our poor soldiers the re., 
spectable instruments of our glory and liberty are indecently 
nacked for the next one. I could answer in the name of the 
nation which furnished them, that their destination is for 
generabs Washington army which they ca'nt be taken a way 
from, without robbery. 

according to my most dearest friend Ms de valfort colonel 
in the french service, man as distinguished by his merit and 
reputation in war, as by his exquisite virtiie,I'l tell you. Sir, 
that Congress ca'nt do myself a greater pleasure than in 
engaging him to stay here as brigadier general. I know that 
he wo'nt accept it, perhaps (between us) the first reception 
disgusted him a little. I hope however that a very polite 
letter could make him receive the favor of Congress. I do'nt 
ask a brigade but only the rank to be in my family when I'l 
get a division of the army, he is sick at ten miles from 
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yorck-town. I hope, Sir, that a second pacquet of letters is 
arrived for me because they have been seen by several 
officers, and some from the same pacquet belonging to theni 
taken by themselves in the post office in laneaster. I'l be 
much ohliged to you to send them to the head quarters by a 
express, for the first one as Mr bedaur dutch officer, and Mr 
buchanan american, will say was that the post master told 
them in Philadelphia that he had sent a large pacquet for me 
I wishoiid that you would be so good as to let the matter be 
cleared up by waj' of tryal if necessary, because I fear that 
some unknown spy should have done a little portent of it to 
his excellency general howe. Therefore I'l have perhaps 
some knowledge of them in the english papers of the next 
months, and my only consolation would be to let the bearer 
be hang'd 

I beg your pardon sir for a letter which I coul'd not aide 
myself through I could wrait it for your unhappiness. but I 
am in the hurry of my so pleasant departure, will you pre- 
sent my compliments to M. Lee and other members of Con- 
gress of my acquaintance, farewell, dear sir, I am with the 
most tender affection for ever 

Yours 

the Mquis de Lafayette 

bethlehera for the last time 

the Saturday 
Endorsed: Marquis delafayette 
18 Octob 1777 
Answ% 23''— 

[4.] 

Addressed: to 

the honorable 
Mr Laurens member of congress 
York town 



head quarters the 27 October 
dear sir 

I'l wrait these few lines to trouble you again about 
busineses of mines — the bearer M. de la Colombe want's to 
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beg from congress the commission of captain in our service 
— I spock to yon about this gentleman — I wish heartily that 
he could succeed in his not very high pretensions — if not I'l 
reproach myself to have told to him in france that he should 
come over — he is the only one who did not receive money 
from Congress to return home — because I promised to him 
that I v^ould ask employment in our army — 
I am with the sentiments of the most tender aftection 

dear sir 
Yours 

the Mquis de Lafayette 
Your son and his wound are in 
a prety good state 
Endorsed: Marquis de la fayette 

27 Octob 1777 Rec^ 1' ITov. 

[5.] 
Addressed: 

to 
the honorable 

Mr Laurens president of the [undecipherable 
word] Conoress 

At 
York town 



Head quarters 18 november 1777 
dear Sir 

it is now to the president of Congress as well as to a 
friend of mine that I have two rights of being troublesome 
for my own, and sometimes for strangers businesses — my sen- 
timents upon your election are as follows — it will engage 
you in infinite, difficult, tedious, occupations, on the other 
side I think that Congress pay'd to you a due and con- 
venient mark of his Consideration, I think too that the ad- 
vantage of justice, equity, public interest is much concerned 
in such a choice — therefore if compliments are to be done 
'tis not to the niew president. 
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At being honourd with the name of french, I consider it my 
duty to recommend you every honest countryman of mine 
when desired — tho' de la balme the late inspector of our 
■cavalry told me that he intends to apply to Congress for a 
certain sum of monney which is acknowledged belonging to 
him, but is to be pay'd in paper currency, when expected in 
hard monney — I assured him that he would find in you and 
Congress all the justice he could wish and in same time it 
was impossible (tho' in such a case it must be useless) to re- 
fuse mentionning his name to you. 

I told very long ago to Mr Lovell, that a french officer be- 
longing to the head (according to the American expression) 
to my family, was left in Salisbury north Carolina, and de- 
tained there by sickness — I desired Mr Lovell to send him 
(, on my account if he judged it to be better) every supplie 
of monney he could want, — I desired him to facilitate by 
the same occasion the carrying some baggage left in the 
same place — I have been answered very politely that every 
proper measures were taken and for the trunks and for the 
officer whom I prevented being inclosed in the general late 
arrangement for sending back all the gentelimen of the 
french army arrived with me — as I have seen just now a let- 
ter from the same Mr Capitaine dated Salsbury the 28 Octo- 
ber Where he seems very much concerned to be left by me 
since five months in a inn at a very great expense and there- 
fore engiiged in many debts, without releiving any one, and 
any direction, I incline to believe that some thing was mis- 
understood in it. 

You know Sir, that Mr de Conway is going home. — as that 
gentleman is well acquainted with our wants of every kind 
I mean cloathes &c. I mean principally cartridge boxes that 
80 very excellent part of military drest, which seems have 
more done to receive than to prevent raining in, if in short 
his care could be of some use to us, I think that I schould 
know it before his departure from Reading — Mr Connoway 
will do great many things for Congress itself, but however 
as we'l meet again together in france I would do some for 
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me — I have seen with great pleasure the baron de Kalb in 
the army, and am folly convinced of his being useful to our 
cause. 

You heard as soon almost as myself of all the interesting 
niews on the delaware — the gallant defense of our posts de- 
serves praises — praise and her daughter emulation are the 
necessary attendants of an army — I am told that Major 
Henry and captain du Mellis have done th«ir dut}' — it is a 
pleasant enjoyment for my mind, when some frenchmen be- 
have k la francoise, and I can assure you that every one who 
in the defense of our noble cause will show himself worthy 
of his country shall be mentioned in the most high terms to 
the King, ministry, and my friends of france when I'l be 
back in my natal air. 

if I had not in creation that kind of men who are alwais 
complaining what was neglected, without thinking of what 
is now to be done, I schould express you my l}eing surprised 
that when so many ingeniers or self thinking enginiers were 
disputing their ranks in Philadelphia, none of them has been 
employed with me to fortify again that so im[)ortant pas- 
sage in the river — I fancy that colonel portal is now brig- 
adier general, and for my being very sensible of bis merit 
moderation and honest mind, I'l be very glad to see him 
enabled to be more useful yet than ho would have been 
before. 

I hear from every where every moment of war between 
fnince and england — how many reasons I have to wish it of 
all my heart, it would be too long to explain — but my known 
in the whole world love of your cause, my warm patriotism, 
my sentiments very warm too against the english pride, all 
can answer for my good warlike intentions — what dis- 
appoints me to the last degree is the unhappy ignorance 
where I live in of all my friends, connexions in france, of 
all what can be dearest to my heart, when I am sure that 
some of 'em don't miss a single day without wraiting some 
lines to me — as soon as I'l receive some important intelli- 
gence, it shall be laid immediately before Congress — how I 
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am sincerely and warmly concerned in the cause of liberty, 
how I'l employ every exertion in my power to serve your 
interests, it will be known as far as your confidence will in- 
trust me with the occasions of throwing the feeble dis- 
positions or talents which nature or art gave me in a way 
where I dare say that I have some hopes to succeed. 
Though I am near a very hot fire, however as my eyes fall 
in this moment upon the three poor quite naked fellows, it 
congeals my blood and obliges me to tell you again how 
happy I would be if our army was drest in a comfortable 
manner — that army is not a very strong one — great mftny 
losses and few recruits — indeed Sir I wish heartily that 
seme changements in raising militia could help our inlisting 
continental soldiers — if the first part of that american militia 

was under our command and discipline 

Mr de la Balme is the bearer of my letter — his little for- 
tune does not en [rest of word cut off] to make sacrifices — 
I beg your pardon for so long a letter and I am, with the 
most tender affection and highest esteem 

Dear Sir 

Your most obedient servant 

the Mis de Lafayette 
I received a Letter from Mr de valfort to let me know all his 
obligations towards you. tho' do'nt permit me ray thanks 
of all your kindness, I ca'nt help joining my aknowledgment 
to this of the poor colonel; I would be on the freuch shore 
to see the majestous and fine randolph coming in the har- 
bour and followed I hope by good many glorious prises. 

Endorsed: Marquis de la fayette 
18 IsTovem- 1777 
Reed. 26* 

[ To be continued in the next number of this magazine^ 



